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Everyone is invited to  

Join us for our  
 

CHILDRENõS  
CHRISTMAS MUSICAL  

 

òSuper Gift from Heav-
enó 

 

Sunday, December 11  
 

5:00 pm ñ Soup & Salad Dinner  
    for Everyone  

6:30 pm ñ Musical Performance  
 

Christmas Day 
SUNDAY, Dec. 25 
11:00 am ONLY 

Christmas Worship  

 

FARMINGTON HILLS CHU RCH OF GOD  

Whoõs
 Next

? 

Inviting you to the journey and experience of loving God and people !
 

Christmas Eve Family Worship  
SATURDAY, Dec. 24 

 4:00 & 6:00 pm 
Candlelight  Services 
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Sunday Attendance (weekly average)  
   

Thru September 2011:     120 
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Budget Highlights (thru September 2011) 

Tithes & Offerings 
 

Average Weekly GF Income thru September 2011:  $5,707.92*  
 

Weekly Need for 2011 Budget:  $5,933.63 
 

Capital Fund òStirred Upéó Income:  
Nov.-Dec. 2007 ééééééééééé....  $ 36,382.89 
Jan.-Dec. 2008 ééééééééééééé  $ 91,607.21 
Jan.-Dec. 2009 ééééééééééééé  $ 51,388.50 
Jan.-Dec. 2010 **éééééééééééé $ 43,674.00 
YTD (thru 9/30) é.ééééééé..éé...   $ 16,790.00  

CHURCH NEWS 

  

   In Novemberé 
               Pastor Gordonõs sermon series will be:  òAn Attitude Check-Upó 
  

   In Decemberé 
               A time of preparation and appreciation of Advent and Christmas  

 Ending Wellé Starting Strong 
 Now is the time to begin thinking about how you will end this year ð and your dreams and plans for 
2012. In a few weeks, we will be in the rush of Thanksgiving and Christmas. During those weeks, it is 
difficult to stop long enough for this kind of reflection. So, take a few hours ð or an hour on a few 
daysé and have a review and dream session with God. Donõt forget a pad of paper (or a lap-

top).  Enjoy those moments! 
  

Property Acquisition and Church Renovations 
 

Much has been accomplishedé and a few items will be completed in the coming weeks and months. THANK YOU to 
all who have participated and helped!!  

¶ The neighboring property was purchased. Thank you, Al Urbonas, for your oversight of this process. 

¶ Initial safety and maintenance renovations to the new parsonage were completed.  

¶ Renovations and updates to the new parsonage are almost complete. Dave Churches, Nancy Ludwick and Anne 

Nelson provided oversight. Many persons were involved in the renovation process. Thank you, Jason and Anne, 
for all that you did to pull this through!  

¶ Jason and Anne have moved into the new parsonage.  

¶ Imad Melki provided oversight and management of the church renovations.  Thank you! 

¶ Pat Watts and Shawn Kearney have both provided their professional skills to the church renovation project.   

The ònewó restrooms, nursery and toddler rooms are now in use! 

¶ The church offices will be moved over to the old parsonage after some minor renovations and our òtechnology 
peopleó make the needed adjustments. 

· An expanded Welcome Center and new drop -off areas for the nursery and toddler rooms will be completed 
soon after the offices are moved. 

 

All of this is possible becauseé of YOU!!! 
 

As we finish these property/facility expansions and updates, the focus needs to be ð how will we utilize this property 
for ministries that serve people. We began that brainstorming process as the property became available to us. In the 
next few months, we will move from ideas to planning to implementation.  

                                                                  ñGordon 

*  The Finance Committee continues to monitor our 
income and expenses. Our YTD expenditures are 
below both our budget and our YTD income.  

 
** Official ending to òStirred Upó Campaign 
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CHURCH NEWS (cont.) 
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Opportunities to Serve é  Consider these once-per-month commitments. Your time and involvement 

would be a great blessing! Contact the person listed or the church office:  
  

Nursery Caregivers............................................................................................... Clyde Beaver 
Toddler Workers................................................................................................... Clyde Beaver 
Ushers........................................................................................................................ Dave Clarke 
Welcome Center....................................................................................................... Pam Keffer 

R&R....................................................................................................................... Nancy Ludwick 
Snow Removal (Sunday Mornings)............................................................... Church Office 
Meals for Families in Need............................................................................... Church Office 
Technology/Sound Booth Operator................................. Rod Gouker/Darrin Brandal 
Power Point Creation/Worship Slides.................................................. Patti Montgomery 
& Many More Ways to Serve & Use Your Gifts!!!! 

 

Newsletter Update é You may have noticed by the date of this newsletter that it will now be published on a 

quarterly basis, but as follows:  November-January, February-April, May-July, and AugustðOctober.  Articles and 
information for submittal will still be due around the 15th of the month preceding November, February, May and 
August; look for the exact due dates on the front of each newsletter, in the church bulletins, and reminder emails. As 

always, this is your newsletter, so please let Susan Moruzi know about moments to celebrate, achievements 
completed, work promotions, college and high school graduations, birth announcements, special anniversaries, 
awards won, etc.  And, if you plan an event for the church, we always like to hear how it went and see photos.  

Pastor Jason Writes about Bracelets 
 

Following is an article Pastor Jason wrote for the Church of GodñMichiganõs October/November/December 2011 
ACTION publication: 
 

Since January, the Youth Ministry has been involved in a simple ministry of love. They have been 
giving out glow -in-the-dark green bracelets that say, òI AM LOVEDó on one side and òPRAYED 4ó on 
the other. This ministry was born out of a need that the teens had to communicate Godõs love in a 
practical, relevant way to their peers that were hurting. The bracelets are handed out to the students 
with the instructions to wear them on their wrist, and when they come in contact with someone 
that appears to be needing prayer. They are to give away the bracelet and say, òI donõt know what is 
wrong, but I want you to know that you are not alone.  I love you and so does God.  If you would like to talk, I am 
here for you and know that I will pray for you ñ right now if you want, but for sure later.ó 
 

In these pasts months, there have been amazing stories about how the students have shown Godõs love with this 
tool. Kids have given them to parents, friends, and strangers with a variety of responses ñ mostly good. There have 
even been teachers that have broken down crying ñoverwhelmed by this gesture. The bracelets are purposely 
glow -in-the-dark to be a reassurance to those who are struggling in the dark. Many youth groups have joined in 
this ministry. The Youth have extra bracelets. If youõd like to join in this effort, contact Jason ñ (248) 477-9144 or 
Jason@fhchurchofgod.org. 

 

The ballot results of the All-Church Meeting held on Nov. 6 areé 

The 2012 budget was approved, as well the additional ballot item approving allocation of 
funds ($7,000) for ministry initiatives for our enlarged property/facilities. 

All of the positions for ratification were also approvedðChurch Council: Eric Devore & Jer-
ry Esper; Finance Committee: Dave Churches; & Asst. Treasurer: Marsha Keeton.   

Thank you to all who have agreed to serve on the various committees. Thank you also to every-
one who helped set up, clean up, and to the many who prepared the delicious dishes we all en-
joyed so much! 



Save the Date!  

The Global Gathering in Anderson, Indiana, will serve as the North American Conven-
tion of the Church of God in 2013 only.  It will be an experience like none other! 
 
There will be worship services in multiple languages, dynamic speakers from inside and outside the 
Church of God, special music presentations representing the broad spectrum of world cultures, 
opportunities for fellowship and networking with our global partners, and dialogue with ministers 
from around the world about issues that affect everyone ñregardless of nationality, culture, or loca-
tion. You will be inspired and reenergized, as well as afforded the opportunity to get equipped for 

meeting the needs of a changing world.  
 

From June 22ð25, 2013, Church of God people from around the globe will convene in Anderson, Indiana, for the Global 
Gathering. During the same time, Church of God people in various regions of the world will stand together as the body of 
Christ and participate online with those gathered in the US.  
 

Come!  Meet your global family!   
 

Registrations are now being accepted at www.chog.org/global -gathering -2013. A portion of all registrations will help 
sponsor meals to be packaged during the Global Gathering and then distributed around the world.  
 

As more details emerge about this upcoming event, they will be posted at www.chog.org/global -gathering -2013.   
 

STANDING TOGETHER! 
Being the Body of Christ in a Changing World  

 

Get Ready for 11 -11 -11!  
By Carl Stagner at www.chog.org 
 
You are invited to participate in an online leadership training experience, the 
likes of which has never before been offered in the Church of God. On Friday, 
November 11 (11-11-11), beginning at 11:11 am (EST), eleven nationally-
recognized leaders in the Church of God will present eleven training sessions on eleven key topics for leaders. Each 
webcast will last eleven minutes at www.chog.org/11 -11-11. 
 

Sponsored by Church of God Ministries, the 11-11-11 training is an opportunity to equip ministers and lay leaders 
with tools and insights for effective ministry. Leaders will hear how to nurture their intimacy with God, strengthen 
their family, apply leadership principles, handle conflict, build trust among those they lead and with whom they work, 
understand the importance of accountability, intentionally seek to restore their souls while leading, pass the baton 
(mentoring), share Godõs story (evangelism), live a life of integrity, and live in biblical stewardship. 
 
After 11-11-11, Church of God Ministries leadership development office hopes to address these topics individually on 
a monthly basisñone topic per month for the next eleven months ñto help leaders develop further in each area. 
 
Canõt participate in this historic event on November 11? All of the training sessions will be made available online for 

viewing and reviewing.  
 
Mark your calendars for this opportunity you wonõt want to miss. All are Invited:  staff, elders, board members, Sunday 
school teachers, small group coordinators, ushers, emerging leaders, greeters, worship team, choir members, and all 
other leaders and volunteers. Come together as a body and grow in your respective leadership roles. Just visit 
www.chog.org/11 -11-11. 
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Other news  

http://www.chog.org/11-11-11
http://www.chog.org/11-11-11


 

Samaritan Counseling Center Lay Caregiver Series    

 

òPastoral Care in Turbulent Timesó 
 

The challenges of life are often complex and overwhelming. How one faces these challenges (such as unemployment, 
pain management, family conflict, grief) is crucial to his/her well -being and ability to weather turbulent times.  
 
Ms. Katherine A. Martin, Samaritan Counseling Center staff counselor, will explore ways with lay caregivers to minister 
to their care receivers during these difficult periods. Join her for this informative workshop and discover new and inno-
vative techniques that can lead care receivers to healing and wholeness. 
  
The workshop will be held:  

 November 20, 2011 (Sunday) 
 Nardin Park UMC  

          29887 W. Eleven Mile Rd., Farmington Hills, MI  48336      
(on the south side of Eleven Mile just west of Middlebelt) 

2:30 ð 4:30 pm 
 
The cost of the workshop is $15. (Please make checks payable to Samaritan Counseling Center.) 
 
You may call the SCC office at 248-474-4701 for more information or to reserve a spot in the November workshop.   
You must register by Nov. 17

th
 if you plan to attend.  

 

 
SCC website: www.samaritancounselingmichigan.com  

Email:  info@samaritancounselingmichigan.com 
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TRAVEL TO KENYA  
 

Join Christians Broadcasting Hope (CBH) as they travel to Kenya 
for 14 days in February 2012. 
 
This trip offers a great opportunity to see the work of CBH in East 
Africa. You will fly into Nairobi, and then travel to the Kima Interna-
tional School of Theology (KIST), home of CBH's Swahili broadcast 
recording studio. Throughout the week, you will have opportuni-

ties to interact with the faculty and students at KIST, as well as per-
form a number of workcamp functions. You will worship in village 
churches on Sunday morning. (And, youõll get to see the Baylor 
family, who used to attend FHCoG!) 
 
You will then leave KIST and travel to the Maasai Mara, at the northern edge of the Serengeti plain and spend two days 
on safari, taking in the majesty of God's creation. 
 
For more information, email viewpoint@chog.org , call (800) 757-VIEW, or visit www.chog.org.  
 
Christians Broadcasting Hope is a broadcast ministry blanketing the world in eight languages, twenty -four hours a day, seven days a 
week, inviting listeners on six continents to consider Jesus and the life he brings. Our message is hope, found in Christ. 

http://www.samaritancounselingmichigan.com/
mailto:info@samaritancounselingmichigan.com
mailto:viewpoint@chog.org


THE RICE FAMILYTHE RICE FAMILY  
(excerpts from October 2011 GCA Newsletter) 

 

A fter ten years of dividing our time between field work and support raising for 
Great Commission Air (GCA), we ñ  Robert and Jennifer Rice ñ will move into 

more of a dedicated support and oversight role based in Ann Arbor, Michigan.  
 

We hope to add another missionary pilot and family to the GCA team.  Our plan is to 
support them in a project that will help transport Bible Translators and missionaries 
working hard to spread the Good News in Peru.                                         
 

(If you know of a licensed pilot that might be interested in serving in the Amazon 
Basin, please contact Great Commission Air at www.greatcommissionair.org /RobertRice@GreatCommissionAir.org, / 
734.846.4092.) 
 

GCA is nearly ready to partner with a missionary aviation training organization in Michigan that plans to use the 
Cessna U206 to provide advanced pilot training preparing to serve around the world.  
 

As for the GCA student sponsorship program administered by Jennifer, the number of students being sponsored is 

currently at twenty -two. This includes two students in a college prep school run by missionaries in a mountain village, 
called òdiversicado.ó Jennifer is managing the program via email and phone calls with help from the Mayalan school 
director and a missionary family that provides oversight. 
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MISSIONS UPDATEs  

THE MILLER FAMILYTHE MILLER FAMILY  
(excerpts from October 2011 Newsletter, serving in Latin America) 

 

A s soon as we met Ernesto at Encounter 2011 in Coronel du Graty, Argentina, we knew God 
was at work in his life. At the close of the first evening meeting he opened his heart to 

Jesus, weeping openly as we prayed with him. We learned later that Ernesto has a lot more on 
his plate than most 17-year-olds. He is the sole care-giver to his handicapped mother (Ernestoõs 
father abandoned the family when he was an infant), and he is trying to finish high school. He 
spends a lot of time at the home of Omar and Mariel Borke, pastors of the Coronel du Graty 
congregation, who assure us that they see great leadership potential in Ernesto. He simply must 

submit his chaotic life to the Lordship of Christ.   
 

During the three days of the Encounter, we held workshops, preached in overflow worship services, and counseled 
seekers wanting to find Godõs will for their lives. We saw many more decisions to submit to Jesusõ lordship. This con-
gregation is in renewal mode, growing from 12 to 100 believers since the Borkes came to pastor them in 2009. Their 
invitation to help lead Encounter 2011 gave us an exciting opportunity to see what God is doing through the Church 

of God in South Americaõs Southern Cone. Coronel du Graty was the first stop on a three-week, 5,000-mile, road trip 
we have just completed through Argentina, Paraguay, and Uruguay ñmost of it undertaken in our õ96 Nissan Path-
finder we dubbed the Batmobile (black with silver swooshes and chrome wheels).  
 

If you care to read more about the journey on our latest blog post, òLunch on the Plain of Hell,ó go to 
www.chogrcla.org. If you donõt have time to do that, know that everywhere we stopped we found dedicated work-

ers leading innovative ministries and God-challenging persons like Ernesto to submit to the Lordship of Christ.   
 

Thank you for your continued support. As you pray, please add these items to your intercessory list:  
  

Praise:  Costa Rica recently became the eleventh country to accept the 220 Challenge (a voluntary commitment to 
plant two new churches in strategic communities by the year 2020). Reports indicate that seed groups have been 
planted in Limon and Tucurrique.  
 

Petition:  Ernesto, and many youth like him in Latin America, struggle with enormous obstacles in their obedience to 
Christ due to chaotic homes and social pressures. Ask for the Lordõs protection and counsel. 
 

Dave & Barbara Miller 
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MISSIONS UPDATEs (CONT.)  

THE JOCQUE FAMILYTHE JOCQUE FAMILY  
(an excerpt from their September 2011 Newsletter, serving in Bosnia-Herzegovina ) 

 

Greetings in the name of our wonderful, graceful Lord Jesus. It's time again for me to urge you to help your groups be 
key ingredients in the recipe for church planting movements (start with extraordinary pray-
er, add faithful obedience to God's Word, stir in lots of patience). Remember, every time 
observers see God do something big among Muslim peoples, they've seen it be proceeded 
by and accompanied by a tremendous commitment to pray more than typically for God to 
do something among those people. As we earnestly hope to see God do something similar 
throughout the Balkans, we honestly expect your prayers would be an important part of 

what God uses to do it. 
 

By the way, in case you've forgotten, the concepts of the training (initiating church planting 
movements) are as follows:  Praying more than usual, reproducing  the train-
ing, searching for spiritually open lost people who will open their families,  facilitating  the 
discovery of God's plan of redemption from creation to Christ, injecting  the DNA 

of ekklesia (essentially true church) from the first meeting, expecting obedience and accountability,  conveying the Gos-
pel of grace, and allowing  immediate reproduction of these groups.  
 

We are still aiming to train many more cultural insiders among the small communities of believers here in Bosnia-
Herzegovina.  Please PRAY that opportunities would open up. 
 

Your PRAYERS are most crucially needed for the process of finding those illusive "persons of peace" (which are spiritually 
open people who will provide access to their closest groups of friends and family).  I will copy here this exhortation we 
recently received from our cpm coach (who does cpm in Asia). 
 

"You are all working hard and going in the right direction. So don't be discouraged!! It took 5 years to find the first 8 
PoPs among the Bhojpuri but they did not give up and now there is a massive movement.  
 

You may be wondering, "How can anyone wait that long?"  I might ask you, what choice do we have?  We could per-
haps quickly plant something like a church, something dependent on missionaries and western funds, likely never to 
reproduce, but how can we cause the kingdom of God to flourish here before our Father decides to do something 
huge through his Spirit to make the Son known here? Ultimately, we really need the prayers of the groups you lead and 
influence. 
  

PRAY for these things to be growing in usé 
- faithfulness 
- patience 
- wisdom 

- obedience 
- trust in God 
- thankfulness for God's grace 

  
Pray for God's work in Bosnia, Albania, Kosovo, and the Balkans in general.   
  

For God's glory, 
  

Donovan  

Be praying about how you cané 

GROW in Christ this year! 
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FALL RENEWAL  
 

NǧW ȦǫURȦH PǸȔPERțY DȈǥIɇAǺǬȔN 
 

ǶIȦǲIC, ǪǡMȈS, ǣǼǣȄLE ǶIT & 
ǾATEșȚǯȍDE 
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The CWC Outing to the Franklin Cider Mill, October 22The CWC Outing to the Franklin Cider Mill, October 22The CWC Outing to the Franklin Cider Mill, October 22é é é was great fun! It was a 

cool crisp day, and everyone enjoyed sipping hot cider while shopping for yummy treats and looking 
at the beautiful autumn displays. Afterwards some of the group went out for lunch and had some 
good food and enjoyable conversation.  

Family Fun Night Bonfire, October 29Family Fun Night Bonfire, October 29Family Fun Night Bonfire, October 29ééé   About 35 people came out for this event spon-

sored by the Menõs Ministry. Everyone enjoyed some hotdogs roasted over the crackling fire fol-
lowed up with hot cider, and, of course, some toasted marshmallows! This event is always so enjoya-
ble because it brings all ages together. Itõs great to see the kids telling silly stories, playing in the 
leaves, and getting help with their marshmallows and hotdogs from other adultsé just plain FUN!!! 


